H He er re ed di it ta ar ry y C Ca an nc ce er r i in n C Cl li in ni ic ca al l P Pr ra ac ct ti ic ce e 2006; 4(1) 56
The largest worldwide population screening for cancer family syndromes was initiated in January 2001 in the West Pomeranian Region of Poland with 1.7 m inhabitants. In the first step in the period January 2001 -May 2002 family doctors and nurses collected questionnaires asking about cancer family history among 1st and 2nd degree relatives from 1,258,401 of 1.5 m individuals (87%) who were insured in the West Pomeranian Regional Health Foundation. Up to now about 1.15 m questionnaires have been evaluated by geneticists/oncologists. According to questionnaire data around 2% of families fulfilled criteria to be suspected for cancer family syndrome. Family members (usually 1-2 representatives per family) from suspected families were invited for detailed examination. After pedigree and clinical examination as well as DNA/RNA analyses, high genetic predisposition to neoplasms was diagnosed in 10,525 families. Diagnosis of the following syndromes was established definitively or with high probability: 1. Hereditary breast/ovarian cancer syndrome -4121 families including 438 families with diagnosed BRCA1/2 mutation. Appropriate management has been introduced in all identified families with high predisposition to malignancies.
